The antimalarial pipeline.
Over the past decade, new high-throughput phenotypic assays with malaria parasites have been developed, and these were used to screen millions of compounds. This effort, as well as improving older chemical scaffolds and optimising compounds against both known and new drug targets has resulted in the discovery of exciting new pipeline drug candidates that are now being evaluated in a number of clinical trials. In addition, the pitfalls and opportunities from this experience has led to a better definition of the optimal target compound and product profiles for new antimalarials, including medicines that treat uncomplicated or severe malaria, provide chemoprevention, or stop disease transmission, covering all stages of the parasite. An important decision element is how to combine these new molecules with existing ones in today's dynamic resistance landscape.